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Brother Joseph RENOU 
(1938 – 2014) 

Died 21 April 2014, in Montpellier (France) 
aged 76, with 58 years of Religious Profession. 

Brother Joseph Renou was born on 5 April 1938 in Coron (Maine et Loire), the son of Pierre 
Coron and Marie Ange Bremond. He was baptised on 7 April 1938. From 1949 to 1953, 
Joseph attended the Apostolic School of the Calvary at Pontchâteau.  

On 25 September 1953, Joseph entered the postulancy of the Brothers. Then he began his 
novitiate in Chézelles (Indre et Loire) on 18 March 1954; it was there that he made his first 
vows on 7 October 1955 and his perpetual profession on 7 October 1960.  

Brother Joseph was to be above all a gardener, in Chézelles first of all (from October 1955 to 
May 1956), then in Seyne sur Mer (from November 1956 to October 1957), with a gap in 
Saint-Laurent sur Sèvre, where he was also an electrician (May to November 1956).  

In 1957, Brother Joseph left for Spain, his first “foreign” missionary experience. He was a 
monitor at the minor seminary of Andrés Tamayo in Madrid from 1957 until 1960.  

From 1960 to 1966, he was back in France where he took up gardening again, but also 
farming: at the Apostolic School in Pelousey (from 1960 to 1964), again at Chézelles for a 
short time (May to October 1964), and finally at the scholasticate in Montfort sur Meu (1964-
1966).  

The “new missionary ventures” of the French Province took Brother Joseph to the Paris 
region; he became a “working Brother” as a landscape gardener in Dourdan (from 1966 to 
1970), then in Corbeil and Grigny (1970-1981). Brother Joseph was to be involved in the 
trades union movement and in the movement of Catholic Action as a worker-missionary: 
JOC and ACO (Action Catholique Ouvrière); he would retain his links and strong friendships 
that he formed.  

At the height of his involvement with the Worker Mission of the diocese of Corbeil, Brother 
Joseph agreed to go once more to the foreign missions; a rupture and a great change, since 
he left on 30 July 1981 for Zaire (in the mission of Opala). In this way he responded to a 
desire he had had since 1949: “to be a missionary to help the poor.”  

He was to use his farming expertise in the coffee, rubber and palm plantations, The fifteen 
years he had spent in the world of French workers, with their trades union struggles, gave 
him a rare sensitivity for the conditions of the Zairian agricultural workers, conditions often 
characterised by lack of respect and by exploitation. He stayed in Zaire until August 1985.  

After a year’s transition in France, Brother Joseph set off abroad again. Abandoning plans to 
go to Madagascar he was led to another island: he went to Haiti for the mission in the Ile de 
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la Tortue (he left France on 10 November 1986). He was to spend twenty-one years in Haiti, 
where he occupied several positions, principally in the diocese of Port-de-Paix. He put his 
building skills at the service of several Religious communities. His wide network of 
friendships in France permitted him to help a great number of people in need.  

He returned to France in 2007, and was then appointed to the community of Notre Dame in 
La Gardiolle. Until March 2014, Brother Joseph took in hand the landscape management of 
this large property, thus returning to his work as a landscape gardener. He loved to see 
work well done, with impeccable lawns, well-pruned trees, and so on. It was his way of 
living in that harmony and beauty that had been the lot of Adam in the earthly Paradise...  

During the final months of 2013, he learnt with surprise that he had a cancer of the stomach, 
even though he did not feel ill. He courageously came to grips with his illness and the severe 
chemotherapy treatment that went along with it. He would talk about it calmly and with 
assurance, in complete confidence. At the end of March 2014, he was taken to hospital for 
the removal of his stomach; it was there that the post-operative complications caught up 
with him. He died in the clinic in Montpellier on 21 April, Easter Monday, after several days 
in a coma. His long Lent and Holy Week had brought him to the Joy and Glory of the 
Resurrection. Brother Joseph was laid to rest in Saint-Laurentsur-Sèvre. May he enter into 
the Joy of his Master!  

 


